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Berliner engages in town hall conversations' with residents 
Meeting draws Bethesda, Potomac constituents to voice concerns to District 1 councilman 

by Erin Donaghue | Staff Writer 

E-mail this article  \ Print this article  

Montgomery County Council Vice President Roger 
Berliner (D-Dist. 1) of Potomac has gotten speed 
camera tickets, too. And yes, he still supports the 
cameras, which he says force drivers to slow down. 

Berliner's admission was met with some giggles at 
the Potomac Library Monday night during the latest 
installment of Berliner's "Conversations," a town-
hall style meeting in which Berliner invites his 
constituents to come to him with their concerns. 
The meetings are one way that Berliner can 
maintain open communication with people he 
represents 

 

residents of the Bethesda, Potomac 
and Chevy Chase areas 

 

about whatever might be 
on their mind. 

Monday, it was speed cameras. The meeting opened 
with a firing off of complaints about the devices, 
which automatically ticket drivers going 11 miles-
per-hour or more over the speed limit. At the 
meeting, some constituents described them as 
ubiquitous and intrusive. 

Berliner said he himself had been ticketed by 
cameras at Oaklyn Drive and Seven Locks Road. 
"I've gotten my share, and I will tell you, I think 
speed cameras are OK," Berliner said. A lengthy 
process goes into determining where speed cameras 
should be located, Berliner said, and they have been 
proven to promote traffic safety. 

Even when tackling one of the most divisive issues 
in the county, Berliner presents himself as a person 
who hopes to bring consensus and promote civil 
discourse. And the "Conversations" meetings are all 
about getting people talking, he said. 

"I think meetings of that nature are essential," 
Berliner said. The meetings, he said, "give an 
opportunity for people who don't otherwise have a 

chance to participate in council business to share the things on their mind." 

Monday, constituent concerns ran the gamut from keeping school 
modernization projects on track to repaving roads in a small Bethesda 
neighborhood to the potential impacts of the planned redevelopment of the 
White Flint area. The White Flint Sector Plan, a new 30 year master plan 
currently being hashed out for the area surrounding the White Flint Metro, 
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Montgomery County Council Vice President Roger Berliner (D-
Dist.1) of Potomac responded to issues including county growth 
and school construction at "Conversations," a town hall-style 
meeting he hosted at the Potomac Library on Monday evening.   
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aims to redesign the Rockville Pike into a walkable boulevard. 

"Our local community is going to really take a toll if it isn't planned well," said North Bethesda resident Ellen Paul, who 
attended the meeting. She cited concerns with increased traffic and overcrowded schools. 

Though growth issues have been on the table now for decades now, Berliner told The Gazette, the county is at a "critical 
juncture" when it comes to the debate. With issues like White Flint now on the front burner, at the meeting Berliner 
renewed his commitment to promote public transportation and walkable communities in an effort to get cars off the road. 

A renowned energy lawyer, Berliner hopes he is most recognizable as a council member for his role with promoting 
environmental awareness. In 2008, the council passed a series of environmental initiatives championed by Berliner aimed 
to reduce carbon emissions in the county. Berliner also serves on the Council's Transportation, Infrastructure, Energy, and 
Environment Committee, and led the charge for a low-interest loan program that will allow homeowners to make energy-
efficient improvements to their homes. 

For Paul, the meeting was a way to get up to speed with issues of importance in the community. "You feel like you have 
more involvement and more ownership over your little world if you can stay apprised of what's going on," Paul said. 

Potomac resident Merry Eisner, a past president of the Bells Mill PTA and a longtime schools advocate, has attended 
several of Berliner's meetings and said the gatherings are now drawing people outside the core groups of local civic 
activists who usually attend. 

"I was impressed with the number of people there who I didn't recognize," Eisner said. "I think it was a good mix of people 
with a wide variety of issues." 

The meetings, Eisner said, make Berliner more accessible to a wide variety of constituents. 

"People aren't there to say, "'Everything's wonderful,'" Berliner said. "They're there to share what's on their mind. From my 
perspective it's an important opportunity to hear directly and to respond directly and to engage in literally a conversation 
about these issues." 

The next "Conversations" event is planned for September, though the location and date have yet to be determined. 
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